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0 ne  of the most  promis ing techno log ical  
applications for increasing the competitiveness 
of the taxi industry is the development of new 
mobile e-hail applications for all taxicabs as well 

as for- hire vehicles. These applications will attempt to "level the 
playing field" created by lopsided laws favoring Transportation 
Network Companies (TNCs). 

There are a number of publicly initiated projects by 
transportation regulators, as well as private industry efforts 
underway, to institute so called "universal taxi apps." The 
law firm of Windels Marx Lane 6 Mittendorf, LLP, in a partial 
pro bono or volunteer engagement with the City of Montreal, 
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conducted a comprehensive survey and analysis of all 
pending projects. The firm assisted the Montreal "Innovation 
Committee" with recommendations for policy making. 

The full report can be accessed at: 

http://www.windelsmarx.com/resources/documents/ 
Study%20for%20a%20Central ized%20Appl icat ion% 
20for%20Taxis%20in%20Montreal%20-%20April%2020l 6.pdf. 

It will be showcased at the annual conference for the 
International Association of Transportation Regulators (IATR) 
in San Francisco (September 22-25, 2016) at a "universal taxi 
app workshop" for regulators. 

Dangers of Driving After Taking 
Prescription Drugs or 
Over the Counter Medicines
There’s More Than One Way to Be Under the Influence

It is a well known fact that driving under the influence of 
alcohol is illegal, but not everyone realizes the dangers of 
driving after taking drugs — including prescription and 
over the counter medications. Many legally obtained and 
commonly used OTC and prescription drugs can 
affect a user’s ability to drive safely. 

Antidepressants, opioids, and other prescription 
drugs may cause impairment.

If you are taking a prescription drug, or get a prescription 
for a new medicine or a higher dose of a current drug, do 
not drive until you know what effect it has on your judgment, 
coordination, and reaction time. Additionally, certain 
medications may not impair you on their own, but if taken 
with a second medication or with alcohol, they may cause 
impairment. Know that warnings against “operating heavy 
machinery” include driving a vehicle.

Commonly used over the counter medications can 
put drivers at risk.
Cold and allergy medicines, sleep aids, and other OTC 
medications can cause side effects, including drowsiness, 
nausea, and blurred vision — all of which can put everyone 
on the road at risk. 

There’s more than one way to be under the influence.
It doesn’t matter what term you use: If a person is feeling 
a little high, buzzed, stoned, wasted, or drunk, he or she is 
impaired and should not get behind the wheel. Before leaving 
the pharmacy, understand the warnings about the drugs 
you are taking. If you are taking a prescription or over the 
counter medication that may impair your driving, you 
should not drive. 

There’s More Than One Way to Be 
Under the Influence.

Beware of the effects that prescription and over the counter 
drugs may have on your driving ability.

There’s more than one way to be under the influence. Impaired 
driving is generally associated with alcohol, prescription drug 
abuse, or illegal drug use. However, many legally obtained 
and commonly used over-the-counter and prescription drugs 
can affect a user’s ability to drive safely. 

Cold and allergy medicines, antidepressants, opioids, and 
sleep aids can cause side effects, including drowsiness, 
nausea, and blurred vision, all of which can put motorists at 
risk. Despite being illegal in all 50 states and the District of 
Columbia, impaired driving is still one of the most significant 
dangers on our roadways. 

Read and follow all warning labels before driving, and note 
that warnings against “operating heavy machinery” include 
driving a vehicle. Update your knowledge of drug impaired 
driving, and review our resources to learn more about this 
dangerous driving behavior.

10% of weekday, daytime drivers 
surveyed tested positive for prescription 

and/or over the counter drugs.
Based on results of the 2013–2014 National Roadside Survey:
https://www.nhtsa.gov/behavioral-research/2013-14-
national-roadside-study-alcohol-and-drug-use-drivers

The survey tested for the presence of prescription or over the 
counter drugs, not driver impairment. The number does not 
include drivers who tested positive for prescription or over 
the counter and illegal drugs.  

UPDATE YOUR KNOWLEDGE
Some prescription drugs can induce drowsiness, cause 
nausea, affect judgment, and lessen coordination, all of 
which can prove fatal when driving.

Over the counter drugs may cause drowsiness, dizziness, 
nausea, irregular heartbeat, or shakiness. Users should 
avoid operating motor vehicles if they are experiencing 
any side effects from the medication.
Prescription drugs such as opioids, sedatives, muscle 
relaxants, and some antidepressants have been associated 
with increased crash risk.

Some medications may not impair you on their own, but 
if taken with a second medication or with alcohol, may 
cause impairment.

Violating state DUI laws that make it illegal to drive 
impaired by any substance can result in arrest. This includes 
prescription drugs and over the counter medications.
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